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The new vout, blosed bath feont and
back, OF black satln, ormsmenied with jel
butions and black fur.-pMaison Bechof-

CLERK OF COURT
GRABBED INTEREST

| fhe took the K. 1 and Porsist stage
for Contral sehool house wheve she s

engaged 1o teach sehool Mrs. Joe
Lppert and her son Harris of Bdunll's
siatlon also spent the uight st the

Sunny Hide,

Moediord A Goidd Town,
Medford Is o mighly  good town,
worthy of the best of evervthing
That's why wo bave Joined the Amers
lenn Drug and Press assoclation and
offor to gar veaple the Moritol line of
goods, guarantecd In overy way, withs
preparations, made by the assoclas
tlon nnd sold only through s mem-
bers.  There I nothlug ke  these
goods, guaranteed In every way, with.
out an equal, made by experts. Wo
winl Medford peaple to have the
bost there 18, so we offer you this
Hue. Ask to ses Merltol goods at
Huskilng' Drug Store,

TO FARMERS AND ORCHARDISTS,

Cultivate your land with a Motor
Tructor. It will pay for itself in the
siving of horse foed and hired help,
Valley Motor & Tractor Co., Valley

Duvia,
i— e A X4 =Now York Herald

Garage, Modlord, .

Annual Report
Mayor Ganon

It inte the oty plpe-lHne

The completion of the gravity syes=-
tom did ot solviee Lhe peoblem of fur-
nlshing Medford with an  adeguate
sipply of pure waeler On the cons
teary, It only brought the situstion to
an more eritieal stage.  The elly had
flowing Into s reservolr e h day
more thun four willlon gallons of
mountain water, but It hnd noe dis-
tributing pvstem with which to carrey

it to the people of the elty. AL this
e there wore In the elty, owm
about seven wmiles of  disteibuting

maing, covering less than n quaries
of the wrea of the city,  Without pap
estonsive distributing system It wuas
wot only fmpossible to furnish walor
to the people. but also be huposoible
o realize revenne from the sale of
the wuter to help take care of the
Intorest on the 3300,000.00 which
the gravity system had cost and this
charge threatoned to betone a hoavy
burden upon the taxpayera of t(he
elty,  Moreover the eredit of the
city had been taxed glmost o Its
Hmits to securs the money to hoild
the gravity system and iU was eloarly
impossible to ¥l Ve genersl ohllga-
tlon bonds of the city In amounts
sufficient to urovide means for bulld.
Ing u sufficlent disteioutigg eysten.

In this contingency, It wai deier
mined that the best course would he
to submit o the people an smends
ment 10 the eharter authoriging the
ussessmoent against abutting proporty

psabile In

the
frivm

bondn  of
fevahile

vity
the

mili
whould he

wun wWiler
whivh

approveild by the people of the elty

ginning the work of lnsta'ling water

pavemoent at a lower priee Acoorid-
ingly the mavor and councl! in the
spring of 1910 took steps to ascers
taln Just what amount of  paving
would e wanted by property ownors
during that season. The wmajority
of the property owners on a large
pumber of street asked to have their
streets paved and the oty having
gotten together a lareg amount of
work It was determined that the
mayor and a committes of the coun-
eil should go to California and else-
where to Interview paving contrie-
tors, examine thelr work and  at-
tempt to secure proposals from them
for doing this work. A large num-
ber of paving contractors were inter-
viowed and when blds were called
for, & considerable number of propo-
sitlons were submitted which re-
sulied in a large saving to the elty.
The mayor and ecouncil however,
were not satlsfied that the very low-
ost price obtainable had  been se-
cured and accorvdingly all bids were
rejocted and a new campalgn  was
entered upon to seoure still  other
contractor to bid and If possible still
lower offers. At the second bldding,
the Clark-Henry Construction com-
pany submitted a proposition which
the mayor and conncil considered ex-
tremely reasonable and which meant
a reduction from prices pald of over
thirty per cent, There work had

boen exsmined and found to be

{been done for In the state of Ore-
wan

work of the sime charncter, slthough

entering Into the pavement from
{Portland to Medlord Is betwesn 30
and 40 cents per yard,  Accordingly
a Jarge vomtract was given to  the
Clark-Henry Construction Co. and ax
other property, from time to  tUime,
putitioned for paving, In  front
thele property from thme to time ad-
Mtionnl contracts have heen let 1o
that company on submtantially
same basls an the ariginal eontraet
The result Is that more than sightesh
milew of wtreet tn the ety of Medford
have beep paved Making Medford
the bhost paved ety of It slke In the
country Every vard of this paving
has been carefully Inspedied and |
for]l warranted In saying that nowhere
has there syer Leon lnld so large an
amonnt of paviong of & more uniform-
Iy high gquality aud considering all
the conditions, at a more reasonable
vl B0 far as | know, thare s pot
in the city of Medford, a defectiyve
vard of thelr paving Further proot
that the pries at which we have pe-
cured this paving is reasonable and
low, Ju that practieally
citlen of Western Oregon have taken
mdvantage of the presenca of the
(iark-Henry Construction company
In thin wection and have awarded
them thelr paving work In fact it
Is uot too much o way Lhat
beinglng of the Clark-Henry Con-
work In Weatern Oregon was the
bination which previously existed
nnd not only saved more than $200,-
000.00 to the elty of Medford, but

also gaved the other citles of West- |

ern Oregon large amounts as well
The vity has never attempted in any
way to prevent property owners from
selocting, If they chose, any other
form of pavement, not from secur-
Ing contractors to make bettler pro-
positions It they were able to do so0
In one Instance, the property owpers
an one of the streets undertook to
carty on ihe paving themselves and
awarded a contract to mnother firm
on what seemed to them to be more
ndvantageousn terms. The result.
however, was that the contractors as-
vended before fairly getting Into the
work, leaving behind them a large
number of creditors and the proper-
Iy owners came to the ecity, asking
It to take over the matter of paving
the street and o let the contract to
the Clark-Henry Constructlon com-
pany which was done,

. The work of the mayor and conn-
"ell during the past four years has
heen marked with uniform harmon)
mad unfalling spirit of co-operation
It has been the constant and earnest
effort of every man connected with
the government of the city to give
the ety a eareful, #coomical businesa
administration of clty affalrs. This
{fact has been reflected In the mod-
(erate expenditures of the city during
this administration and the conse-
iquent low tax rate. In spite of the
fact that Medford has progressed
| during the last four Years maore
rapldly than any of the smallest eit-
les of Oregon, the rate of taxation
Here has been the lowest of gny oty
in the state. The tax levy for clty
purposes for the year 1910 was §
mills: for 1911, 9% mills, and for
(the year 1912, 8.9 mills

| In this amount has been included,
Inot only the money necessary for
'nmniux the city, but a'so many thou-
sands of dollars for other purposes
among which have been the cost of
[bullding & new bridge across Bear
fereck ot Jackson street. the cost of
Linstalling the storm sewers: of bulld-
g a new septic tank: the new mar-
[ ket bullding and for paylog the prin-

st connef] | than twenly mies of manitary -r'\-'l’lru...l portion of the cost of the trunk

sewer on Kiverside avenue

The city has at no time durlug the
past four yecars, been In defaunit in
the payment of i1s general fund war-
rants, there haviug alwavs been on
hand, In the oty treasury, ample
funds 1o mest In cash every obliga-
tion of the city

It has been my earnest endeavor
to give the people of this city an
administration of the police departs
ment and partieularly with respect
to the liguor traffice, which would
meet the approval and wishes of the
majority of the people of the elty.

I have endesvored to fairly and
intelligently . enforee the laws of the
winte of Oregon and the ordinances of
the ¢ity of Medford In every particu-
lar The saloons have been closed
promptly at the hour provided for
by ordinance, constant wateh  has
been kept (o see that liguors were
not sold to wminors and that the)
wore uot allowed to be in the saloons.
Neodloss to say there have been vio-
lutlons of the law. This & Ipevit-
uwble, The laws agninst lurceny, burg-
lary and even murder have st times
been violated In the elty but such
violations as have occurred in the
Hguor laws, have occurred despite
the vigllanee of the prosent adminls-
tratlon and not becanse of any lacity
thereln

The population of Medford has
doubled In the last four years, but
believing that it I8 for the best in-
torests of the city that the number
of suloons should be kept small so
thut every man In the business can
make n lving profit without resort-
ing to questionable practices and law
violations pnd thit then everybody in
the business should be held to a
strict compliance with the laws, we
have not inercased the number of
Hguor Heenses it the eity except Lo
glve bars to the two first cliss hotels
which have been erected during that
period, In fact there are in the eity
aslde from these two hotel bars, one
less suloon than there wag four years
ugo, In view of the fact that the
population has so greatly Increased,
while the number of saloons has been
hold statfonary, we considered that
we might falrly ralse the price of
Hauor lHeenses and  decrease the
hours during which the saioonss were
permitted to be open.  Accordingly
the price of license was increased
from $500.00 to $1000.00 and the
closing hour wus made one hour
eurlier,

1 am aware that many good people
would have Hked to see still more
radical action taken in this respect
but it seems o me that it is a suf-

ficlent unswer to say that under the

UIf ]

ull the other|

the |

-

the cost of  Inetalling  disteibutinge | elass In every respect and the price | ple are at liberty to propose st any
pinine, Chows aesesamenits to he made |at whieh they offored to lay the pav-|election an ordinance putting into
ten antial fneteiments | ing wan considerable lowsr than any |effect thelr Jdeas and If the same
widd the olty to have authority to de- | paving of similar character had sver | had et with the approval of & mas-

jority of the votern of the eity, |

In fact the price bid for this | would have been diligent to eurry in-
proveeds of the sysiem s the sire company was substantinily lower than [ to #ffoct the provislons of any such
wora eollectod, This nmendmont wus the elty of Portland wis paylng for | ordinance.

In this matter, as in all
|others, I am a firm bellever in the

windd o owny was (e provided for e the eost of frelght on the material | princliple that the laws should reflect

the will of the people an!l so long as
the Injtintive and referendum ls open
(to the people, no one ean rightly
complain beonuse laws are not poss-
od 10 wult their particular ldean. 8o
{long an their publle servants falth-
fully sndeavor ta support snd snforce
(the Inws an they Pxist

Puring the four years thiat | have
boen mayor of Medford, and not-
withstanding the great amonnt of
publie Improvemant of all kinds that
have hoeon earried on, not one dollsr
huw been recoveresd against the elty
for damnges arising ont of personal
Injury. sither Lo persons or property
mnd no amount has been puld out by
way of compromise for any such mat.
tars except In one instancos and that
amount of this payment wax only
200, | submit that this speaks wel!
for the care with which the work In
this eity has been earried on

When 1 became mayor, | found a
dispite of long standing betwsen
the eity of Medford and the loea)
light ecompany. It appears that o
1905, the ety and the light company
had entored Into a contract whereby
the light company agreed to furnish
the elty power for lighting and
pumplong at 1 1-4e per killowatt hour.
| When in 1907 the city turned its
lighting plant over to tha Eloctric
company under n franchise wharein
|de per killowatt hour was fized as

ebout [struction eompany Into the Paving | ihe minimum charge which the com.

Ipany was required to make for elec

at a cost of means of breaking the paving com-|ipip power in the coity, the company

fmmediately ralsed the clalm that
this franchise operated to abrogate
the old contract fixing the rate of
1 1-4e per killowatt hour and aathor-
lzod the company to charge the clty
for power furpished thereafter st tha
rate of ¢ per killowatt hour as flxed
by tha franchise. The company pre-
sented to the oity sach month Its
bills hased on the 4¢ rate, which the
ity rofused to pay, but Instead ord-
ered warpants drawn at the 1 l-4e
rate. The rompany in retaliation re-
fused to pay the 5 per cent on s
gross earnings to the city as required
by the franchisa and at the time 1 be-
catme mavor this practice had gone
‘nn untll the amount disputed ex-
oeeded $7000 00, By taking & firm
|niutud¢- in this matter and threaten-
Ing Immediate litigation, we were
able to settle this controversy on the
| basis of the city's claim. We also be-
came convineed, upon Investigation,
that tlsa charge of 25¢ made to each
of the users of electricity for each
month as a meter charge, was [llegal
and contrary to the terms of Its
charter. We accordingly advised all
property owners that they were un-
der no obligations to pay this charge
and offersd to conduct an injunction
suit In case the company sbhould
threaten to shut off the supply of
electricity from any consumer by rea-
son of such refusal. The company,
however, refused to permit.the lssue
to be ralsed In this manner by avold-
ing all threats to shut off the elee-
tricity from those who refused to
pay the meter charge While the
matter stood in this shape, the man-
agemont of the company chaniged
hands and the new officials recognis-
ing the justice of the eity’'s conten-
tion in this respect voluntarily aban-
doned the practece of making =&
charge for meter remtals which has
resnlted in a saving to the people
of the city of several thousand dol-
iarn per Year.

On June 6th of the year of 1912,
the Blectrie company scting under
|the provisions of Its franchise, tend-
lered the city $20,000 by virtue
of which it eclalmed to be released
from all lHability to further pay per
oent of its gross earnings to the
eity. While there {4 some question
to the valldity of the franchise of
this company, in view of the fact
that it was passed and approved by
the voters of the city after a thor-
ough discussion and general under-
standing of the matter and in view
of the further fact that the company,
acting under the franchise, in good
faith., has made large expenditures,
I belleve that it would be unjust and
unwise to question the validity of
the franchise and that the tender
made by Lhe company be accepted
by the eity and all claim to the fur
ther payment of & per eent aband-
oned. 1 do, however believe that
the city Is entitled to beller rates
on Its street lighting than It recelves
At the present time and that perhaps
the people of the clty should recelve
a lower rate for commercial lighting.
This Is 4 matter which should be
taken up by the next administration
and thoroughly investigated. Under
the mew Publle Utllity Commission
Law of Oregon, matters such as this
can be referred to the commission
and a decision had thereon. This
15 one of the first matters which
should receive attention by the mext
andministration.

The preset administration has een
of the opinion that the ‘acilities for
crossing Bear ereek should be im-
proved and two years ago it was e
¢ldod that a new bridge should be
sonstructed across the erevk al
Jackson street, In order to aecom
plish this result without lucreasiog
Ilh;- indebtedness of the city a tax of
one mill was lneluded in the general
fund levy for the years of 1810 and
1911, A new and better bridge at
Main street was also & greal neces-
sity. The charter of the city of Med-
ford placed upon the county the obii-
gation of building this latter bridge
and In order to induce the eounty to
build the elty a new and substantisl
bridge at this place, negotlations
were entered upon and the eity fin-
ally agreed to pay $13,500.00 for the
old bridge at this point, the same to
be applied toward the cost of A new
bridge, This proposition having been
accepted, the old bridge was taken
down and replaced at Jackson street
and the county awarded a contract
for the building of n handsome new
bridge st Mualn street, The MNiiga-
tion which followed between certain
taxpayers of the county and the
county officials and contractor |Is
familiar to everyone, It is suffl-
clent to state that the contentlon of
ihe elty was sustained by he highest
court and that the new bridge across
Hear creek at Main street is nearing
completion snd the old bridge has

first [Initiative and refercndum these poo-

already been taken dowy and "'J

placed at Jacknon
of the purchase of ol
was pald :f A bond

eunt of tea it ﬁam
Ing It, amounting to

wns pald :%.llo ot
moneys, balance of
realized from the exivs b
hridges was used by the elty
ing for other

an the bullding of & new
This the city had a

do for the reason the
;!m»lu ar;t mull:pll:u the b ot
ovion for partienlar puarposes
under the charter thers are but thres
funds In the city. Streot and road
fund; the debt paylng fund; and the
genernl fund from which all  other
expenditures arn pald. While for
eonivenlencs the general fund has
hoen divided up and in lavying It dif-
ferent amounts are caleulated for dif-
ferent purposes, in contemplation of
law, the general fund levies are all
one Jevy and the moneys reallsed
therefrom may lawfully be usad by
the city In such portlons as are found
expedient for the different neods of
the elty,

During the pust year the oty man-
sagoed to save from Its enrrent funds
sufflelent money to srect & Publie
Matrket bullding on Riveralde avenue
and to defray the necessary axpenses
of maintalning and operating tha
game. | feel justified in saying that
thia Mublic Market has resuited in a
great benefit to the people of the clty
In reducing the cost of living and [
earnestly urge that it be wgrﬂd
and etcouraged in every poas| way
Ly the next administration.

There have heen other accomplish-
ments during the past four the
fmportance of which ml‘ deservo
extended comment were it not
this report s already
long to try the patience of
During the past year the
brary of the city has besn
a fine new bullding and
visfons have been
tepance in & mannér which
it & eredit to the elty, In t
tax levy was incinded an
tion of about §4000.00 to
expenses of this Institution ‘lﬂ::
the coming year and provide a fu
for new books. *

The growth of the city of Medford
and the erection of a coasiderable
number of new hnudln? along mod-
ern and more metropolitan lines has
rendered necessary more modern and
adequate fire protection. A
Iy during the last year a pald fire
department was instituted in the eity
and | feel warranted in stating that
this department, with the assistance
of the splendld water supply of the
eity and the modern equipment which
has been purchased for it, will be
found capable of affording the cliy
firnt class fire protection. This move
has also added several thousand dol-
lars each year to the necessary ex-
penses of the clty.

The growth of the eity also secemed
to render desirous, If not necessary,
that additional safeguards be thrown
about our elections in order to re-
move the danger which always ex-
ists in larger communities, of frand-
ulent voting. Accordingly we sub-
mitted to the legal voters of the elty,
about a year ago. an amendment to
the charter requiring the voters to
Le registered for our sonual elty
clection. This provision of the char-
ter was in force at the last annual
eloction and worked satisfactorily.

In conclusion, permit me to say
that 1 feel much de In the city
of Medford and in the work that has
been done during the past four years,
to make it the most modern and o
to date city of its size in the Unl
States.

While I believe it can be truthfully
sald that in carrying on the ex ve
work of Improviog., no money
been wasted and the work has beeu
done for the lowest possible price.
Stlll it s nevertheloss true that a
large amount of money has been
expended and a heavy indebtedness
has been contracted. 1 firmly be-
Heve that the ex of the fu-
ture will justify the wisdom of those
oxpenditures. But nevertheless it
must be recognized that the present
burden on many of our citizens Ia
bheavy. In my judgmeat, it should
bo the alm of the next administration
to do everything possible to lighten
this burden. .igid economy In every
department should be practiced and
considerable forebearance. extended
to those tsapayers and property owns
ers who manifest a dis tion to do
their best to meet thelr obligations
to the city. In this counection, | ven-
ture ta call attention to the fact that
the outstunding assessments due the
eity for paving, sewer and water
mains, when collected are out
in redeeming the outstanding lm-
provement and water maln bonds of
the city. While these bonds are pay-
able at any time they are not due for
ten years from the date of their ls-
suapoe although the interest thereon
must be pald annually. It Is a ser-
fous question whether it would nut
be wise during the present period of
depression aud stringency, to permit
property owners who are unable to
meet the lnstallments falling due on
these assessments, to pay the intorest
thereon thereby providing a« fund for
the paywent of the interest on the
bonds and grant to them an exten~
sion In making payment ou the prin-
clpal of these nssessments. This ean
be dons without Inconvenlencs to
the city and it would result in leay-
ing lo the community & considerable
amount of money which I8 needed for
conducting of business. It might be
that n small charge should be made
in case of gnnung of any auch ox-
tension, to cover the cost of the ad-
ditional clorical work.

The fact that rigid economy I8
necessary during the nect year or
two does pot mean that the progress
and lmprovement of the eity should
stop. #hﬂ‘l is still much work to
be done in Medford in the
city a beautiful and & more rabla
place ln which to live. The [
cuples the position of the bul
on which hte work of the carpentors
and the plumbers has been
ed. The decorsting snd beauth
still remalns to be But
& work which can now be done
1y wi;l: our &I‘l llwmll:"m
expenditure of any .
money. Efforts should be made to
improve the par sirips on our
streets, A or 1d be _
ngainst woods and
can be done by our own -
way of beautitying and

city,
Rospectiat s, cANON,
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